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CHEMICAL BRUSH CONTROL 


DORMANT TREATMENTS 


Dormant treatment of brush is done during the dormant or non-vegetative growth stage 
of the woody plant. For deciduous plants (plants that shed their leaves in Winter) this 
stage is the time when they are not in leaf; for evergreens, when they are not making 


any growth, 
Treatments Used 


Dormant applications may be made to stumps, frills or ax gashes around the bases, to . 
trunks and stems of the entire plants or to the basal or lower portion of the trunks and 
stems emerging from the ground. Spray applicationscan be made with knapsack spray- 
ers, Stump or frill applications may be made at any time of year and, in addition to 


Spraying, may include the application of dry ammonium sulfamate (Ammate). 
Situations Where Applicable 


Experiments with dormant spraying were reported to the North Central Weed Control 
Conference in 1947, Continued experimentation since that time indicates that this method 


offers possibilities to rural power system operators where the following situations exist: 


(1) The right-of-way contains a high percentage of species resistant 
to foliage sprays, such as some of the oaks, ashes, maples, 


apples and hawthornes, 


(2) Much of the right-of-way is near crops that are sensitive to the 
growth regulating herbicides, preventing the use of foliage sprays 


during the growing Season, 
(3) It is desired to extend brush control work over a greater part of 
the year than foliage spraying will permit. 


(4) There are scattered trees in various locations making it unde- 
sirable to use foliage applications with power spraying equip- 


ment, 
Frill Application 


The few users who applied 100,000 ppm (. 83 lb acid equivalent per gallon of water) of 
a 2,4,5-T ester to frills cut near the ground line of the trees reported good results; 


dry ammonium sulfamate applied in this way was also effective. 


Stump Treatment 


The 1950 REA Progress Report recommended as a stump treatment four pounds of 
acid equivalent of the esters of 2,4-D and 2,4,5-T to 80 gallons of kerosene or fuel 
oil, Reports late in 1950 from experimenters and recommendations from herbicide 
manufacturers indicated that a somewhat stronger solution shouldbe used, It is recom- 
mended that not less than a one percent solution (approximately four pounds acid equiv- 
alent of a combination of 2,4-D and 2,4,5-T esters or of 2,4,5-T alone in 50 gallons) 
of oil be applied, thoroughly wetting the top and bark to the ground line. Solutions up 
tofive percent strength (20 pounds acid equivalent to 50 gallons of oil) may prove more 
satisfactory on species resistant to foliage sprays, Dry ammonium sulfamate on the 
cut surfaces of stumps is also effective. Chemical applications to stumps shoul be 


made shortly after trees have been cut down, 
Basal Treatment 


Basal applications consisting of one percent solutions described above have also proved 
effective. Itis recommended that this solution be applied to the lower two feet of brush 
or trees, thoroughly wetting all sides to the ground line. As suggested for the stump 
treatment, solutions up to five percent strength may prove more satisfactory for 


species resistant to foliage sprays. 


